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In order to provide safe and effective drug therapy to 
neonates, it is necessary to know about and under-
stand the impact their development has on the phar-
macokinetics and pharmacodynamics of drugs. The 
fact that children are different and neonates very 
different from adults means that, in neonates, it 
would be unwise to dose medications by scaling 
down adult doses proportionately, simply attempt-
ing to match their smaller weight and/or body sur-
face area. When one makes decisions about neonatal 
drug therapy, one must not only take into consider-
ation the available data but also critically assess and 
interpret this information within the context of fetal 
development and maturational processes as well as 
within the context of diseases that might affect a 
drug’s biodisposition. This book includes the latest 
information on the regulation and scientific basis of 
drug development and also provides a rationale for 
formula development for preterm infants. It offers 
guidance on how to translate pharmacokinetic data 
into dosing recommendations and also covers legal 
and regulatory issues relating to neonatal pharma-
cotherapy.
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We are entering a new and exciting era of microbiological study and 

application. Recent advances in the now established disciplines of ge-

nomics, proteomics and bioinformatics, together with extensive coop-

eration between academic and industrial concerns have brought about 

an integration of basic and applied microbiology as never before. The 

Journal of Molecular Microbiology and Biotechnology (JMMB) aims to re-

flect this development by publishing original research papers from all 

areas of microbiology and biotechnology. It also features written sym-

posia on selected topics, timely reviews and minireviews. Theoretical 

approaches and descriptions of novel, microbiologically relevant soft-

ware is also considered. Contributions and ideas from large segments 

of the scientific community are welcome to make JMMB a viable, much-

needed and up-and-coming forum for current basic and applied mi-

crobiological research.
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This book offers a series of authoritative reviews on 

pain in psychiatric disorders written by leading ex-

perts. They discuss the complex interplay between 

pain and psychiatric disorders such as anxiety, de-

pression and borderline personality disorder, as well 

as neurosteroids, epigenetic mechanisms and TRPV1, 

with a strong focus on neurobiological mechanisms 

and current and future therapeutic targets. Special 

attention is given to the importance of inflammation 

and the immune system as a common substrate in 

both pain and psychiatric disorders. 

The state-of-the-art reviews present both preclinical 

and clinical research, providing the reader with 

sound knowledge that provides a basis for further 

research and clinical practice. Pain in Psychiatric Dis-
orders is of special interest to psychiatrists, neurolo-

gists, neuroscientists, pharmacologists and other 

healthcare professionals treating pain in psychiatric 

patients, as well as research students with an interest 

in this field.
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